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and success excited in the other Fraeiscans the bitterest feelings of indignation and envy.
CAPUTIUM.    See Hood.
CARDINAL. One of the chief governors of the Romish church. The cardinals are ecclesiastical princes in the church of Rome, or the principal ecclesiastics next to the Pope, by whom they are created, and whose senate and council they compose. They are divided into three classes or orders, consisting of six bishops, fifty priests, and fourteen deacons, forming in all seventy persons, who constitute what is called the Sacred College. The six cardinal bishops are those of Ostia, Porto, Sabina, Prse-neste or Palestrina, Tusculum or Frascati, and Albano. The cardinals, to whom are given the title of Eminence and Most Eminent, and who wear a scarlet hat and cap, fill most of the great offices in the court of Rome, and have very extensive privileges. They possess an absolute power in the church during the vacancy of the Holy See; they have the sole right to elect the Pope, and are themselves the only persons on whom the choice can fall.
CARMELITES. One of the four tribes of mendicant or begging friars. About the middle of the twelfth century, a certain Calabrian, called Berthold, set out with a few companions for mount Camel, and on the very spot where the prophet Elias is said to have disappeared, he built an humble cottage, and an adjoining chapel, and led a life of solitude, austerity, and labour. This small colony continued to subsist, and, in 1205, was erected into a monastic community by Albert, patriarch of Jerusalem. This prelate composed a rule of discipline for the new monks, which was afterwards confirmed by the authority of the Roman pontiffs, who mitigated its excessive rigour and severity. Such was the origin of the order of Carmelites, which was afterwards transplanted from Syria into Europe, and obtained the principal rank among the mendicant or begging orders. The Carmelites, however, reject with indignation an origin so recent and obscure, and pretend that the prophet Elias was the parent and founder of the community. They say that Elias was introduced into the state of Monachism by the ministry of angels; that his first disciples were Jonah, Micah, and Obadiahj whose wife^ after the departure of her husband,,